Evaluation of "M-point" in hepatic artery to identify left medial segment of liver. Angiographic study.
The hepatic arteries of 122 patients were analysed on angiography to identify the left medial segment of the liver. Left medial arterial branches were classified into three types: type I arising from the left hepatic artery on the umbilical portion of the portal vein; type II arising from proximal portion of left hepatic artery before reaching the umbilical portion of the portal vein; type III arising from right hepatic artery. Incidence of each type is 37.2%, 35.8% and 27.0%, respectively. The artery frequently kinks at the right side of the umbilical portion of the portal vein and a total of incidence is 68% and that of each type is 23.5%, 89.8% and 100%, respectively. We call this characteristic kinking point of the left medial arterial branches, the "M-point".